
 
 

Minutes of Meeting – February 13, 2019 
French Conference Room, Camden – 6 PM 

 
Members Present: Roger Rittmaster, Chair; Vicki Doudera; Stephanie Smith; Barbara Lawrence; Seth 
Meyer; and Marc Ratner (Select Board Liaison).  Regrets: Wayne Ruesswick, Morgan Laidlaw 
 

1. The minutes from the January meeting were approved. 
 

2. Treasurer’s Report.  Seth had not received a report from the Finance Director this month. Marc 
noted that the Finance Department was extremely busy with budgeting. 
 

3. Date for next month’s meeting.  Roger will be away on March 13.  The members present agreed 
that March 27 was the best date for next month’s meeting, after considering several other 
options.  Marc will talk to Dave Morrison about securing the Tucker Room for the March 
meeting. 
 

New Business 
 

4. Dumping snow into Camden Harbor as a source of pollution.  A Camden citizen brought up this 
issue to one of our CCC members.  Roger started the discussion by noting that there were 4 key 
sources of harbor pollution that we still need to address: 

a. Storm drains – if the CCC has a summer intern this year, we will institute an Adopt-a-
Storm Drain program to encourage residents to maintain storm drains in front of, or 
near, their houses. 

b. Detergents from charity car washes – can these be done at the commercial car wash on 
Washington Street? 

c. Discharge from boats – Molly Mulhern has offered to take this on once her schedule 
frees up after March 

d. Trash that gets caught up in snow collection and dumped into the harbor 
 
Stephanie noted that Massachusetts prohibits the dumping of snow into public waterways 
except in emergencies when there is no where else to put the snow.  CCC members discussed 
the need to collect more information on the topic.  Stephanie will find out if NRCM has 
addressed this issue.  Barbara will find out how Bar Harbor handles their snow removal.  Roger 
will talk to Rick Seibel about the issue and different options for snow removal. 

 
Old Business  
 

5. Support for Earth Week activities.  Nothing to report in Wayne’s absence.  Roger and Barbara 
noted that there has not yet been a meeting of the Earth Week subcommittee. 
 

6. Single use bag and polystyrene food container ordinances.  Stephanie noted that she, Molly 
Mulhern or Roger had visited or contacted all the retail businesses, including restaurants and 



lodging establishment, in order to answer any questions or concerns about the ordinances.  
Stephanie sent lists of everyone who was contacted to Audra Caler-Bell.  In general, the level of 
knowledge about the ordinances was high, and there were only a few disgruntled individuals.  
Two remediable issues arose regarding the single-use bag ordinance.  Some store owners would 
be unable to use up all their plastic bags by April 30.  Also, some stores, such as Margo Moore 
Interiors and Rockport Blueprint use large plastic covers to protect items for which there are no 
readily available alternatives.  In both situations, Audra Caler-Bell encouraged the relevant store 
owners to contact her so that an appropriate exemption could be granted. 
 

7. Barbara discussed progress with the CCC Stewardship Education Alliance (SEA).  There was much 
enthusiasm among SEA members for the goal of educating students about the environment, as 
it relates to Camden Harbor.  Barbara circulated the draft SEA budget and noted that she has 
several prospects for funding.  She has already had a positive meeting with Camden National 
Bank.  She noted that the school district has no money this year for teacher education, and that 
Herring Gut Learning Center has had to raise the price of its support, because they ran a deficit 
last year.  Barbara was optimistic that she could raise sufficient funds to support at least some of 
the projects.  
 

8. Update from Augusta: Vicki’s proposed bill which mandates that plastic bottle caps be attached 
to the bottles and be of the same plastic type as the bottles had a public hearing and will now go 
to committee work session. Vicki said she is confident that something good will come out of it, 
although it may be too soon for the bill as currently written. More states will need to get 
involved as Maine is a small market for beverages. 
 

9.  Sagamore Farm:  Marc gave an update on the ideas that are being mentioned. Jeremy Martin, 
Town Planner, would like to do workforce housing there, but the solar farm also needs to be 
expanded and there is a question as to whether 2 acres is enough for a housing development. 
Roger proposed developing a “Friends of Sagamore Farms” to develop some sort of accessible 
path. We brainstormed and Marc summarized by saying that we (as a town) need to figure out 
the “soul” of Sagamore Farm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.  NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, March 27, at 6 pm. Location TBD. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Vicki Doudera 

CCC Secretary  
 
 


